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States is required to give advance no-
tice under Paragraph (5) of Article VII
of the Antarctic Treaty.

§673.3 Definitions.

In this part:

Antarctica means the area south of 60
degrees south latitude.

Ezxpedition means an activity under-
taken by one or more non-govern-
mental persons organized within or
proceeding from the United States to
or within Antarctica for which advance
notification is required under Para-
graph b of Article VII of the Antarctic
Treaty.

Person has the meaning given that
term in section 1 of title 1, United
States Code, and includes any person
subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States except that the term
does not include any department, agen-
cy, or other instrumentality of the
Federal Government.

§673.4 Environmental protection in-
formation.

(a) Any person who organizes a non-
governmental expedition to Antarctica
and who does business in the United
States shall notify expedition members
of the environmental protection obli-
gations of the Antarctic Conservation
Act.

(b) The National Science Founda-
tion’s Office of Polar Programs may
prepare for publication and distribu-
tion explanation of the prohibited acts
set forth in the Antarctic Conservation
Act, as well as other appropriate edu-
cational material for tour operators,
their clients, and employees. Such ma-
terial provided to tour operators for
distribution to their passengers and
crew shall be disseminated prior to or
during travel to the Antarctic.

§673.5 Emergency response plan.

Any person organizing a non-govern-
mental expedition to or within Antarc-
tica who is transporting passengers
aboard a non-U.S. flagged vessel shall
ensure that:

(a) The vessel owner’s or operator’s
shipboard o0il pollution emergency
plan, prepared and maintained accord-
ing to Regulation 26 of Annex I of the
International Convention for the Pre-
vention of Pollution from Ships, 1973,

45 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-02 Edition)

as modified by the Protocol of 1978 re-
lating thereto (MARPOL 73/78), has
provisions for prompt and effective re-
sponse action to such emergencies as
might arise in the performance of the
vessel’s activities in Antarctica. Any
emergency response plan which satis-
fies the requirements contained in 33
CFR 151.26 of the U.S. Coast Guard reg-
ulations will also satisfy the require-
ments of this paragraph. If the vessel
owner or operator does not have a ship-
board oil pollution emergency plan, a
separate plan for prompt and effective
response action is required.

(b) The vessel owner or operator
agrees to take all reasonable measures
to implement the plan for a prompt
and effective response action in the
event of an emergency, taking into ac-
count considerations of risk to human
life and safety.
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§675.1 Purpose and authority.

(a) This part sets forth the proce-
dures for medical screening to deter-
mine whether candidates for participa-
tion in the United States Antarctic
Program (USAP) are physically quali-
fied and psychologically adapted for as-
signment or travel to Antarctica. Med-
ical screening examinations are nec-
essary to determine the presence of
any physical or psychological condi-
tions that would threaten the health or
safety of the candidate or other USAP
participants or that could not be effec-
tively treated by the limited medical
care capabilities in Antarctica.

(b) Presidential Memorandum No.
6646 (February 5, 1982) (available from
the National Science Foundation, Of-
fice of Polar Programs, room 755, 4201
Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA 22230) sets
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forth the National Science Founda-
tion’s overall management responsibil-
ities for the entire United States na-
tional program in Antarctica.

§675.2 Medical examinations.

(a) Any individual seeking to travel
to Antarctica under sponsorship of the
United States Antarctic Program must
undergo a medical and dental examina-
tion to determine whether the indi-
vidual is physically qualified for de-
ployment to Antarctica.

(b) The medical and dental examina-
tions may be conducted by a qualified
licensed physician or dentist of the
candidate’s choosing, or designated by
the employing organization, following
instructions provided by the USAP.
The medical examinations shall in-
clude a medical history, physical ex-
amination and appropriate clinical
tests which address major organ sys-
tems for medical conditions incon-
sistent with safe deployment to Ant-
arctica.

(c) The candidate’s physician/dentist
will submit the required medical infor-
mation on the appropriate USAP-pro-
vided forms to a USAP-designated phy-
sician who will determine whether the
individual is qualified for deployment
to Antarctica based upon Medical
Clearance Criteria established by the
USAP. All information requested on
the forms shall be provided.

(d) Candidates who anticipate spend-
ing the austral winter in Antarctica
(when evacuation may be impossible)
are subject to additional evaluation,
including a determination of psycho-
logical adaptability for such an iso-
lated assignment. Psychological eval-
uations of ‘“‘winter-over’” candidates
shall be performed by a qualified team
of USAP-designated physicians/clinical
psychologists.

§675.3 Medical clearance criteria.

(a) The USAP shall establish Medical
Clearance Criteria for determining eli-
gibility for deployment to Antarctica.
(See Medical Standards for Antarctic
Deployment available from the Na-
tional Science Foundation, Office of

§675.4

Polar Programs, room 755.09, 4201 Wil-
son Blvd., Arlington, VA 22230).

The criteria will include examination
of the following major organ systems:

(1) Lungs and chest wall.

(2) Heart and vascular system.

(3) Abdominal organs and gastro-
intestinal system.

(4) Endocrine or metabolic system.

(5) Genitalia and urinary system.

(6) Musculoskeletal.

(7) Skin and cellular tissues.

(8) Neurological Disorders.

(9) Psychiatric or psychological.

(10) Dental.

(b) The USAP may review and revise
the Medical Clearance Criteria periodi-
cally as appropriate.

§675.4 Waiver process.

(a) If an individual is found not phys-
ically qualified for deployment to Ant-
arctica, the USAP’s contractor will in-
form the individual of the determina-
tion and of the administrative waiver
process, and will provide a waiver ap-
plication package to the individual
upon request.

(b) The waiver applicant should send
the completed waiver application pack-
age to the USAP’s contractor which
will forward the package to NSF’s Of-
fice of Polar Programs for review and a
determination on the appropriateness
of a waiver. In making the waiver de-
termination, the Office of Polar Pro-
grams may consult with other qualified
medical personnel and may require
waiver applicants to take further med-
ical examinations or to furnish addi-
tional medical documentation in sup-
port of the waiver application.

(c) The Director, Office of Polar Pro-
grams (or designee) will make a final
determination, in the exercise of his or
her discretion, on the appropriateness
of a waiver on a case-by-case basis.

(d) Individuals for whom a waiver is
determined to be appropriate are eligi-
ble for deployment to Antarctica sub-
ject to any necessary limitations/re-
strictions identified by the Director,
Office of Polar Programs, or designee.

233



